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Man who lied 
to community 
for free aid dies

We’ll play host
Women’s national tourney here next 3 years

WEEKLY POLL
Shrinking city

Do you see the city of 
Frankfort’s shrinking population 
as cause for concern?
Yes, 52%  No, 47%
Total votes: 36
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
®Yes ®No
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Brenda Gregory pushes Richard Noyes to the Franklin County 
Clerk’s Office in 2009. Richard, who lied to the community to get 
support, died Wednesday.

BY PAUL GLASSER
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Memorial services will be 
today for the man who lied 
about his status as a veteran 
of the Vietnam War in order 
to get support from a num-
ber of local businesses and 
community support groups.

Richard Noyes, 68, died 
from a progressive lung dis-
ease on Wednesday – the 
same day he learned belat-
edly of his daughter’s death. 

Richard and Brenda Greg-
ory arrived in Frankfort 
from Northern Kentucky in 
December 2009 after a local 
woman found them on the 
side of Interstate 64 in Shel-
by County with a small card-
board sign that read “home-
less veteran.”

Richard claimed he was a 
door gunner on a Huey heli-
copter during the Vietnam 
War and had volunteered to 
fl y a second evacuation mis-
sion to Saigon in 1975.

After The State Jour-
nal publicized the couple’s 
plight, they received sup-
port from church leaders, 
local businesses and 
civic organizations. 

Benefactors helped them get 
married by donating goods 
and services.

The couple also qualifi ed 
for a room in the old South-
ern Hotel on Second Street.

However, soon after the 
wedding The State Journal 
learned Richard had never 
served in Vietnam and was 
only in the Army for four 
month before being dis-
charged.

He lied in order to obtain 
assistance – he did not be-
lieve anyone would help him 
otherwise, Brenda said.

“Richard just wanted to 
reinvent himself,” Brenda 
said in an interview with The 
State Journal.

Richard was born in Mis-
souri in 1942 to an abusive 
and alcoholic mother, Bren-
da said. His mother would 
tie him up and put out ciga-
rettes on his arms, she said.

He dropped out of school 
in the 8th grade and later 
joined the Army. He on-
ly served four months but 
was honorably discharged 
– Brenda said he never told 
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Thanks for waiting, Josh Harrellson
Patience pays, earns UK a chance at championship

W
a it  you r 
turn. 

H o w 
many of us 

have issued this com-
mand to a small recal-

citrant child eager-
ly wanting to do 

something?
How many 

of us remem-
ber our parents 

telling us the 

same thing?
I have seen my 6-year-

old nephew, Eli, melt 
down in tears being told 
to wait his turn at the 
family Wii or to take his 
turn at bat when his dad 
was pitching to the three 
boys.

“How long do I have to 
wait?” is a child’s usual 
response. 

Josh Harrellson – 

headed to the fi nal four in 
Houston Saturday – epit-
omizes the word “wait” 
to me, and even more, 
how long it can take.

If I am ever asked to 
define wait, henceforth 
I will do so with Harrell-
son’s story.

Remember two years 
ago when coach John 
Calipari brought in the 

See WAIT, A8

BY JORDAN SMITH
STATE JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

When Kyra Walling asked 
for luggage as a gift from her 
parents, she had good rea-
son. 

It wasn’t because the 5-
year-old wanted something 
pink and sparkly to tote her 
toys. When you’ve got plans 
to move to Paris to become 
a musketeer, a suitcase or 
two will be required, she 
fi gures.

And when she asked her 
friends to bring paper tow-
els, laundry detergent and 
dog treats to her 5th birth-
day party, it wasn’t because 
she wanted to play an elabo-
rate game of house. Instead 

of gifts for herself, Kyra de-
cided that the animals at 
L.I.F.E. House could use a 
hand more than she could 
use some new Barbies. 

When this girl has a plan, 
move aside. 

Since Kyra could walk 
and talk, says her mother, 
Jennifer Walling, her daugh-
ter has used that drive to log 
more volunteer hours than 
most adults even think 
about. 

Salvation Army? The 
brown-haired, doe-eyed 
bundle of energy was the 
cutest bell ringer the orga-
nization had last year. 

Americorps? She built 
beds for underprivileged 

kids in Lexington (“I even 
got to carry some nails not 
in a box or anything!”).

Kentucky Book Fair? She 
has unpacked books and 
passed out pens since she 
was 3. 

So how does a girl mere 
weeks past 4 decide she 
wants to become Frank-
fort’s half-pint helper ex-
traordinaire? 

In Kyra’s case, it starts at 
home.

Jennifer, who is currently 
a case manager at the Blue 
Grass Community Action 
Partnership, has always 
been involved in commu-
nity service.

Since Kyra’s birth she’s 

worked at the Franklin 
County Women’s Shelter, 
Franklin County Council 
on Family Abuse, Frank-
lin County Drug Court and 
more.

She has also been a board 
member of the Simon House 
and Frankfort Independent 
Schools and volunteered for 
the United Way, Kentucky 
Book Fair, Americorps 
Build-a-Bed, Salvation Ar-
my, Simon House and Bowl 
For Kids Sake.

Jennifer says her family 
also donates to the Kings 
Center, food pantry, Sun-
shine Center and American 
Cancer Society.

Woman whom he married in 
donated wedding will stay here
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The National Associa-
tion of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics announced today 
that Frankfort will be the 
host of the NAIA Division I 
women’s basketball nation-
al tournament for the next 
three years.

The 32-team national 

tournament – which will 
be co-hosted by the City 
of Frankfort and the Mid-
South Conference – will be 
March 14-20, 2012, at the 
Frankfort Convention Cen-
ter. The tournament will re-
turn to Frankfort March 13-
19, 2013, and March 19-25, 
2014.

The event will contribute 
approximately $2 million 
in economic impact in the 
Frankfort area.

“The Frankfort Conven-
tion Center and the Mid-
South Conference have 
demonstrated a strong de-
sire to host the NAIA wom-
en’s basketball national 

championship and is ready 
to showcase the NAIA’s top 
teams and student-ath-
letes,” said Jim Carr, NAIA 
President and CEO. 

“We look forward to 
working with these tre-
mendous partners and the 
Frankfort community to 

See HOST, A2

See HELP, A8
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Kyra Walling, 5, talks to her two turtles, Sprinkle and Tuck, and her three fish, Hello Kitty, Rainbow and Melody, at 
her Frankfort home.

HALF-PINT HELPER
5-year-old has worked for more causes than most adults
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HELP | Giving 
parents encourage 
daughter’s pursuits

WAIT | He wasn’t going anywhere even if it meant sitting on the bench
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

AP/JULIO CORTEZ

Kentucky’s Josh Harrellson cuts down part of the net after the 
NCAA men’s college basketball tournament East regional final 
against North Carolina Sunday. Kentucky won 76-69.

know the famous “one and 
dones,” those who saw UK 
as the best stage for them to 
make their entrance into the 
NBA? Forget the classroom, 
forget the degree, forget the 
UK fight song – just show me 
the money.

It was rumored then that 
there might not be a spot for 
the sophomore Harrellson, 
a junior college transfer re-
cruited by Billy Gillispie. 
Other players walked when 
they saw the writing on the 
wall. Pardon the pun.

Harrellson used Facebook 
to tell everyone including the 
press he was going nowhere, 
even if it meant sitting on the 
bench.

Then again this year Cali-
pari put together anoth-
er phenomenal recruiting 
class – Terrence Jones, Doron 
Lamb, Brandon Knight – to 
replace the likes of Wall and 

Cousins who got shown the 
money.

The coach and the UK 
world held their collective 
breaths for the NCAA deci-
sion on the big Turkish gi-
ant Enes Kanter. We lost that 
one.

Calipari told Harrellson to 
hone his skills. Tone up, be-
come a big, lean, inside ma-
chine because, in essence he 
said to him, “Wait, we may 
need you.” 

And without any prom-
ises, Harrellson, the lone 
senior on the team, the old 
man at almost 22, respond-
ed by doing everything the 
coach told him to do.

If you don’t believe Har-
rellson looks different now, 
look at a YouTube video made 
at the beginning of the 2009-
2010 season.

If you require stats, just 
look at last year’s number 
of games played and time 
in the game compared to 

this year’s – 22 games ver-
sus 36 games as of Sunday. 
He played an average of four 
minutes versus 28.3 min-
utes this year and had 1.2 re-
bounds versus 8.8 rebounds. 
You get the idea. 

If any of you out there be-
lieve that we could be going 
to the Final Four without 
Harrellson, please don’t say 
it.

However, if there are any 
of you out there who knew 
Harrellson would be the glue 
and maturity for this talent-
ed team, I want to know how 
you knew. What was your in-
sider information?

What a difference a tour-
nament makes. 

I don’t recall hearing 
much about Harrellson from 
the CBS sports commenta-
tors last year. Now they can’t 
say enough good things 
about him. Charles Bark-
ley can even be understood 
when he talks about Harrell-

son.
This young man waited 

and waited, and now he and 
his teammates have only one 
opponent between the semi-
finals and the finals of the 

NCAA tournament. But for 
now they are among the Fi-
nal Four.

When, with all that un-
tested talent, did we leave the 
tournament last year?  Sorry, 
I had to throw that in.

Yep, this year’s recruited 
talent is proving fun to watch. 

I guess they are worth the 
$434,095 we spent to recruit 
them, the highest amount of 
any public university in the 
U.S.

Where the freshmen re-
cruits will go when the lights 
go out in the gymnasium is 
anyone’s guess. Will juniors 
Darius Miller and DeAn-
dre Liggins leave us or learn 
a lesson and spend a senior 
year at UK? 

Harrellson, who admits to 
writing poetry (and liking it) 
to his mom and his girlfriend, 
will go on to be a graduate of 
the University of Kentucky 
this spring and most likely 
take that diploma right into 
the NBA. 

But what I like knowing is 
if he doesn’t continue his bas-
ketball career, he has shown 
he has the aptitude and atti-
tude to be successful in what-
ever he chooses to do.

Hopefully, we all have 
newfound respect for the kid 
who was willing to wait and 
found it worth his time.

“I’ve always been a strong 
advocate of volunteering, 
and I guess I’m instilling it in 
her a little bit too.” 

A little bit might be an un-
derstatement. When Kyra 
would play “mom,” Jenni-
fer recalled, the then 3-year-
old would run from room 
to room announcing, “The 
shelter needs me!”

Ultimately, Jennifer says 
she and her husband, Kip, 
just want Kyra to understand 
that people in her commu-
nity need help, something 
even a little girl can give. 

“A lot of times I’ll just say, 
‘Hey Kyra, Mom heard about 
this, would you like to do it?’ 
But if she doesn’t want to, 
we don’t force her. Whatever 
she’s interested in, we’ll find 
a way to do it.” 

Today, that interest is ani-
mals, hence the birthday do-
nations. 

“I just liked them forever, 
and some animals, it’s a long 

time until they get owners,” 
Kyra said about her decision 
to give to L.I.F.E. House. 

Two turtles (Sparkle and 
Sprinkle or Tuck and Sprin-
kle, depending on when you 
ask), numerous fish (whose 
names change hourly) and a 
dog benefit from Kyra’s care 
in the Walling’s quiet west 
Frankfort home.

And while birthday num-
ber six is still more than 11 
months away, Kyra already 
has big plans for her party. 

“We’re going to help the 
zoo next time,” she says.  

“We’ll have to figure that 
one out,” Jennifer added, 
noting that it might be hard 
to be hands on when helping 
such a big organization. 

“Oh wait, I meant the 
Game Farm,” Kyra correct-
ed. 

“Now that’s doable,” said 
Jennifer with a smile. 

Very doable. But then 
again, most things are when 
you’re the girl with the plan.
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Kyra Walling, 5, hugs her 2-year-old dog, Spencer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Kyra was the Salvation Army’s cutest bell ringer last year. 
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